
 

 

 
 

HEAD OFFICE: DARWIN 
61 Smith Street 
GPO Box 1064 
DARWIN NT 0801 
Tel: 08 8982 5100 
Fax: 08 8982 5190 

KATHERINE  
32 Katherine Terrace  
PO Box 1944 
KATHERINE NT 0851 
Tel: 08 8972 5000  
Fax: 08 8972 5050 

TENNANT CREEK 
61 Paterson Street 
PO Box 56 
TENNANT CREEK NT 0861 
Tel: (08) 8962 1332 
Fax: (08) 8962 2507 

ALICE SPRINGS 
55 Bath Street 
PO Box 1670 
ALICE SPRINGS NT 0870 
Tel: 08 8950 9300 
Fax: 08 8953 0784 

Freecall 1800 898 251 ABN 63 118 017 842 Email mail@naaja.org.au 

 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 
12 February 2018 
 
NAAJA calls on Commonwealth Government to reinvest 
directly in communities and Aboriginal-led solutions 
 
 
On Friday, the Commonwealth Government released its response to the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission into the Protection and Detention of 
Children in the Northern Territory. Whilst the Commonwealth Government has not 
guaranteed any additional money for implementation, NAAJA is encouraged by the 
Government’s commitment to working in partnership with Aboriginal people and 
communities to address the over-representation of Aboriginal children in the youth 
justice and child protection systems. Partnerships with Aboriginal communities are 
critical to ensuring implementation of the Royal Commission recommendations 
secure the best outcomes for children and their families. 
 
Investment must be directed towards services in communities that have an immediate 
and direct impact on reducing contact with the youth justice and child protection 
systems. ‘Lessons learnt from past reports and inquiries shows that money is far too 
often consumed by consultants, bureaucrats and administrative processes. The 
priority needs to be ensuring vulnerable Aboriginal young people and families in 
communities across the Territory have access to the services they need’, said Priscilla 
Atkins, Chief Executive Officer of NAAJA. 
 
NAAJA looks forward to hearing bold and brave solutions in the Northern Territory 
Government’s response to the recommendations, including how it will work in 
partnership with Aboriginal people, and how it will reinvest Commonwealth and 
Territory money directly to communities and Aboriginal-led solutions. 
 
Ends. 
 
Media contacts: 
 
Priscilla Atkins, Chief Executive Officer, (08) 8982 5100. 
David Woodroffe, Principal Legal Officer, (08) 8982 5123. 

  

tel:(08)%208962%201332
mailto:mail@naaja.org.au

