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Aboriginal legal service seeks $1 million more
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The Northern Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency warns that if it does not gain more funding in tonight's Budget it will be forced to look at what services it can continue.

The agency's Priscilla Collins says they are seeking an extra $1 million to cover basic running costs.

She says the agency has endured a 20 per cent increase in criminal matters during the past five years and a 90 per cent increase in family matters.

"So that need isn't reducing, that need is actually increasing and increasing quite dramatically," she said.

"So the impact on the community's going to be really hard on them.

"But we don't have a choice if that money does not come in to be able to cover our very basic operational cost.

"We [will] have no choice but to start reducing our services.

